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EX AM INATION | 


S, QF T7 H E 
- Conſequences, &c. 


\HE Author of the late Free En- 
quiry into the Miraculous Powers, 


5 Church, after the Times of the Apo- 
ſtles, is known to be a Gentleman who has 
been educated in the Church, who has been 
admitted into the Miniſtery of the Church, 
and who has, we muſt ſuppoſe, conſcienti- 
ouſly ſubſcribed to the Articles of the Church. 


When ſuch a one therefore recedes, if it is but 


in the leaſt, from aught that ſeems to have a 


natural Tendency to detract from the Truth 


of what the Articles enforce, it alarms the 
World, and throws them into theſe Dilem- 
mas, whether the Author acts an alternate 
Part to what he before —_—_— R. 3 


that are ſuppoſed to have exiſted, in 
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5 | [ 2 1] i 
or whether what he ſays is founded upon 
Reaſon and Truth, and no way affects his 


former Principle of Action; or whether the 


Author or Articles are in the right, Now 
the World has long entertained an Opinion, 
that the Miracles, which the Fathers have re- 
corded to have been wrought, were actually 
performed, and have from the traditional 
Authority of ſuch Writers received the Bible 
to be, in Truth, the Word of God, as handed 
down by Men of Figure and Character in the 
Church. But Dr. Middleton has attempted 
to prove, that ſuch Miracles, as are recorded 


to have been wrought after the Time of the 


Apoſtles, are all mere Forgeries: Whence in 


Courſe flows this Conſequence, that the Evi- 


dence drawn from the Traditions of the Fa- 
thers, to ſupport the Divine Original of the 
Scriptures, is falſe, and therefore inconcluſive, 
and that this their Original remains yet to be 


proved. Here then the Doctor indirectly at- 
tacks the 17th Article, which calls the Scrip- 


tures the Word of God. For the traditional 


Authority of the Fathers, is whereon Men | 
have built their Belief of the Divine Authority 


of 


255 ] 


of the Scriptures; ; and this he takes away!: 
8 Therefore he, by this, throws the World into 
Doubt concerning theſe Books, of whoſe Au- 
thority, ſays Art. 8. there never was any Doubt 
in the Church; as he brings them into a Di- 
lemma, whether what he ſays is ſupportable 
and true, and by this depreciates the Worth, 
and detracts from the Credit of the Scriptures; 
or whether the Doctor has acted contrary to 
his own Conſciouſneſs of the true State of the 
Caſe, and repugnant to that Principle where- 
with he ſubſcribed to the Articles; and has thus 
laboured to make all Religion (for there never 
Was any but one, namely, Revealed Religi- 
on) of which he is a Miniſter, like the Fa- 
thers Miracles, a Forgery, and ſo his Profeſſi- 
on a mere Maſk of Intereſt and Utility, I 
would not here be thought to caſt any per- 
ſonal Reflection on the Doctor, but, in bro- 
therly Love, ta ſet before him the natural 
Reſult of his Undertaking, as Things now 
ſtand. Indeed, he ſays he minds not Con- 
ſequences; induced to it, I am perſuaded, by 
thinking the Scriptures proveable otherwiſe, 
for he ſays, let the Scriptures ſtand upon their 
own Authority, NS a 
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But then in ſuch a momentous Affair as 
this, he ſhould not, in his own private 
Judgment, willingly and purpoſely have open- 
ly broken the Tradition of the Church, 
unleſs he could have ſhewed, and had ſhew- 
ed, that ſuch a breaking of Tradition could 


not affect (not the common Order, in which 


Caſe our Church forbids it, but) the very 
Being of the Church, that is, that it could - 
not affect the Divine Original of the Scriptures. 
For when their Divine Original is put upon the 


traditional Evidence of the Fathers, and any 


one ſhall endeavour to prove this Evidence 
exceptionable, nay falſe, and therefore, if 
this were true, with Juſtice to be rejected; 
it becometh him to be able to prove alſo, 
and to produce his Proof, that the Scriptures 
can be otherwiſe ſhewed to have come from 
God. This Proof ſhould moſt certainly have 
never been ſeparated from ſach a Book as 
Dr. Middleton's, but have been publiſhed joint- 


y with it. The Book without it may ſuĩt 


the Layman, but not the Miniſter of the 
Lord. I appeal to the Doctor himſelf, whe- 


6 ther this would not have been more agreeable 


to 
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to the Character of a Miniſter of Chriſt, | 


_ could have withed it for his own Sake, b. = 
more particularly for the Sake of his, and 


my, Fellow-creatures, and Fellow-redeemed 
Becauſe, whilſt ſuch a Proof can be found, 


the Conſeienees of weak Brethren will be 


wounded: They, who have fixed the Authori- 


ty of the Seriptures upon this Tradition, ſeeing 


it thus contradifted, will indeed have Room 
to reject a Rule, turn Enthuſiaſt, and aſcribe 
all to the Movings of a dictating Spirit. And 
1 do not know, with Sorrow I ſpeak it, 
whether ſuch an Attempt has not of late made 
more Schiſmatics, # than any other Thing + For 
the Influence of it muſt, and will a& upon 


a doubtful Mind, and ſpur on the Inclination | 


to follow a paſſionately perſuading Example, 
when it is not checked by a Conviction 
of Truth. There are Conſequences of va- 
rious Kinds, ſome very intereſting,” and others 
again very indifferent; in theſe you may deal 
as you pleaſe; but in the ather, either we 
muſt provide the Reader for them, and ſhew 
that they flow naturally from the Premiſes; 
or cle, that they have no Relation to them, 

I | and 
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and do not follow,” upon 3 Examinati- 
on, the Matter reſting upon another Bottom. ö 
Becauſe, if there is an univerſally confeſſed 
Relation between the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures and the F athers Tradition, which the 
Doctor thinks to overthrow : Then it is not 
the weak Reader is to blame, if he ſhall con- 
| clude againſt the Scriptures, it is he who does 
not mind Conſequences, and has neglected to 
ſhew him, that it does not follow upon his 
4 Suppoſition of the Inconcluſiveneſs of the 
Evidence of the Fathers Tradition, that the 
Scriptures have therefore no Authority to 
prove them to be the Word of God. Hence 
the Neceſſity appears, of the Doctor's ſhew- 
ing directly that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God, without the Tradition of the F athers, 
before he can clear himſelf of Diſguiſe (which 
one would not, and yet otherwiſe muſt ſuſ- 
pect him of) and of ſhaking the Faith of 
Thouſands. Becauſe, if the Doctor cannot 
prove the Scriptures to be the Word of God, 
excluſive of the Tradition of the Fathers, I 
am ſhocked to think of the Imputations, that 


muſt, and will fall upon him. For, the 
Conſe- 
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Conſequence, as 1 as it may be ansah, 


by him, is then juſtly chargeable upon him, 


namely, of overturning Chriſtianity, | which 
is a Conſequence, his Station in Life, beſides 
many other preſſing Conſiderations, ſhould 
have induced him to have paid ſome little Re- 
ſpect to. Indeed the Doctor ſeems to think the 

Scriptures can prove themſelves, and perhaps he 
offers this as a Reaſon, why a holding of the Evi- 
dence of the Fathers to be falſe, will not hurt the 


Authority of the Scriptures. But this will not 


do; no Book can prove its own Original, 


not even the Scriptures, as Things ſtand at 


preſent; except there be outward Evidence, 
none will admit a Book to be wrote by this or 


that Author, If you urge the Proofs ariſing 


from Miracles and Prophecies, thoſe will not 
have any Influence on the Man, till the Au- 
thority of the Book is previouſly proved, 


which avers ſuch Miracles were wrought, 


and ſuch Prophecies made, from which the 
Arguments are drawn. Becauſe: this is taking 
for granted the very Thing to be proved; for 
here the Doctor takes away the outward Tra- 


dition of the Scripture Miracles, which would 
alter 
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alter the Caſe, How then will the Scriptares 
be proved to be the Word of God? Will this 
be done from the Purity of the Doctrines, 
and the Correſpondency of the Contents? Let 
us ſee: The Doctrines, with reſpect to the 
Practice they recommend, are pure indeed. But 
haye not thoſe, touching our Faith, been 
thought irreconcileable to our Reaſon? What 
then will be the Caſe, if the Scriptures, which 
enjoin them, ſhall be thus robbed of out- 
ward Proof? Why this will be the Caſe: 
Men will, I am afraid, object, that a Book, 
which contains ſuch Doctrines, could not have 
come from God; not apprized of the proper 
Grounds on which the Divine Original of the 
Scriptures ſtand, and of the Conſonancy of 
the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity in Unity, 
to Senſe and Truth. 80 firſt the Doctrines, 
as Things now ſtand, would be an Objection 


to their Authority. Then again, People have 


paſſed over ſome ſeeming Contradictions in 


them, from a Conviction that they were the 
Word of God, and ſo have reſolved them into 
their own ſhort Sight! But when they ſhall find 
* outward traditional Evidence of the 


Original 


1 9 7 
Original of the Scriptures overſet, then the 
Conviction failing whereon they have found- 
ed their Reſpect, and ſeeing they have no- 
thing left to determine them concerning the 
Original of the Scriptures, but the Conſo- 
nancy of their Contents, they muſt, upon 
nding ſuch apparent want of Conſonancy 
and Agreement, and Perfection, conclude a- 
gainſt the Original of the Scriptures (a la- 
mentable Thing indeed, cautiouſly; to be a- 
voided by every” Man.) For few: fearch the 
Original, fewer know it, and I am ſpeaking 
concerning the Iſſue of this with the gene- 
rality of the World. 80 that the Scriptures 
 *eannat-prove chemſelves, as the Caſe ſtands 
at preſent; and letting them ſtand, in the 
preſent Circumſtances, upon their own Au- 
| thority, i is in Truth not to let them ſtand at 
all. And except Dr. Middleton can prove, that 


the Holy Doctrine of an ever Bleſſed Trinity in 
Unity is agreeable to our Reaſon, and he 
the Scriptures, -I maſt charge him with en- 
deavouring to overturn Chriſtianity.” But I 
am afraid, how to do this has not come in 
Gi WW = 
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the Doctor's Way; for had this been the Caſe, | 
he would not have ſaid, let the Scriptures 


ſtand upon their own Authority; ber WI 


have ſaid, the Bible has other Things to ſpeak 
in Bebalf of it, which cannot be conteſted. 
So: that I cannot help faying, that the Ten- 
dency of the Doctor's Book, and of what 
he has ſaid of the Scriptures in that Book, 
is to enforce what a Gentleman' has, in Sub- 
ſtance, ſaid in a Letter to Dr. Waterland, | 
that to think Chriſtianity a Matter of Utility 
was well enough, but to adjudge it a Matter 
capable of Proof was putting it upon a. very 
untenable Footing; and the World muſt 


think the Principles of the one correſpond - 


with thoſe of the other, unleſs the Doctor 
ſhall think proper to give them a ſatisfaQory 
Proof of the Original of the Scriptures, ex- 

cluſively of the Fathers Tradition, which he 
would have laid aſide, as falſe and exception- 
able. But in the mean Time I am perſuad- 

ed, it will be of no ſmall Service to heal the 
Conſciences of weak Brethren, if. J ſhall here 
anticipate the Doctor in what it now be- 

comes him to do, and therefore I hope he 
will 
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will, do, by giving a ſhort Sketch of the 
_ indiſputable Evidence of the Divine Original 
of this Holy Record, the Bible. 
I ſhall not here put the Miracles of the 
Fathers, as they are by the Doctor diſputed, 
upon the ſame Footing with thoſe recorded 
in the Bible, of which there never can be a 
Doubt, becauſe this is ſtating the Caſe wrong, 
Nor has the Authority of the Holy Writings | 
any neceſſary Dependance upon the Charac- 
ters of 'the Fathers, or the Working of the 
Miracles after the Time of the Apoſtles. No; 
we can, to be ſure, prove the Scriptures with- 
out them, though, at the fame Time, we 
ſhould be glad to have their concurrent Evi- 
dence. So that I ſhall not here diſpute with 
the Doctor, whether the Fathers or he are 
in the right, but ſhall lay before the Reader 
the inconteſtable Facts, the innumerable out- 
ward Proofs we have, to work in us a full 
and ſincere Conviction, that the Scriptures are 
in Truth the Word of God, that it may not 
ſuffer, as if it were ſo neceſſarily connected 
with the Authority of the Fathers, that it 
muſt ſtand and fall with them; but that Peo- 
Ca ple 
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ple may look at the Doctors Work, and War 
the Iſſue of it, without any Fear that the 
Undertaking, or the Reſult of it, can Hurt 
the Scriptures, — | 
The Proofs I propoſe to oe, as e Bvidehors 
of the Divine Original of the Seripturets, 
are, I muſt confeſs, ſuch as may at firſt Sight 
ſtartle the Reader, as being Matters that have 
ot, for a long Time, been thought to have 
any Sort of Connection with the Authority 
of the Scriptures. On which account it 
maſt neceſſarily happen, that they be eſteem- 
ed Novelties, and perhaps, for this Reaſon, 
be treated with the ſame Sort of Uſage, that 
all Things of this Complexion too generally 
are, if they do but wear the Face of a Re- 
formation, and look but as if they were in- 
tended to put any Thing upon another Foot- 
ing. Wherefore I think it proper to pread- 
viſe the Reader, that however young a Face 
my Proofs may have, they have lived from the 
firſt Man until now, a good old Age, and 
have kept, and will keep their Countenance, 
to the End of the World, ſuch as even Time 
itſelf cannot have 3 Effect on, Becauſe 1 
would 


* 13 1 : 
would not have any one, through this Look 
of Novelty, to be induced by Prejudice, or 
any other Motive, to paſs by, or, at the beſt, 
in a curſory Manner, to run over theſe Mat- 
ters that concern his own eternal Welfare ; as 
they. contain a Set of Arguments, that, in my 

humble Opinion, cannot but work in him, 
if he is diſpoſed to be convinced, a Con- 
viction of the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures. And his Aſſent to the Contents of this 
Book, is the only Means why he can 

ſecure ſuch Welfare. 1 
Firſt then, every Word and every Thought, 
that every Chri/tian, or Few, or Turk, or 
Heathen, ſpeaks or thinks, proves the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God; a ſtrange Aſ- 
ſertion ſeemingly, but a Fact that i is true to 
Aa . For, 


. To form Language requires a previous 
©. Reaſon in the Former; 
But Man cannot reaſon without firſt bav- 
i Languages * 

* 1 Man never formed Language, 

I but muſt have been eee in it 
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ence a Revelation made to Man, is undeni- 
able in every Part of it. For as to the fir ſt 
Part of it, namely, that To form Language 


requires a previous Reaſon in. the Former, it 


is evident from the very Conſtituents of a 
Language. For theſe are to have certain fix- 

ed articulate Sounds, to combine theſe Sounds 
into Words; to compare one Combination 

with another, that each Combination may be 
made diſtinct from another; then to affix a 
diſtinct Word to each Image; to diſtinguiſh 
one Image from another, and to compare one 
with another, to ſee wherein they differ, 
and to expreſs theſe Differences by various 
Words. And theſe Things all preſuppoſe, as 


they moſt evidently flow from, the Exerciſe 
of Reaſon, For to form fixed diſtin Sounds, 
what we call articulate Sounds, which are the 
Ground- work of Language, moſt certainly 
requires the Uſe of Reaſon in the Former. 
For here is a ne between, and ſo a 
* 


. 
diſtinguiſhing of the one from the other; 
which is an Operation of Reaſon. But 
much more does it require Reaſon, when we 
come to combine them into Words, and 
vary the Combinations; for it is like ring- 
ing Changes upon Bells, which a Man muſt 
have Reaſon to do, in order to diſtinguiſh 
properly. And the Neceſſity, for the Uſe of 
Reaſon to form Language, ftill grows upon 
us, as we advance in the Matter; that is, 
when we come to apply Words to expreſs 
Things; which is the very Eſſence of Lan- 
guage ; for without this, all the Words in 
the World will not qualify a Man to reaſon : 
And yet to do this, requires a cloſe Obſerva- 
tion, and a proper Collection of the Cir- 
cumſtances of a Thing, and a nice Compari- 
ſon of Things, and a fair Determination a- 
bout them; that is, the whole that the World calls 
Reaſon. For herein all the Operations of the 
Mind are, in ſome Meaſure, concerned in 
collecting, comparing, and diſtinguiſhing 
Things, and applying Words to expreſs, by 
different Combinations of Sounds, the Things 
found, upon compariſon, to be different. Were 
th | : _ 


would {till more plainly appear, that Lan- 


this rough Sketch of it, it is clear to the im- 
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we to enter into a nicer Diſquiũtion of- the 
Manner of the Formation of Language; it 


guage is not to be formed, without the Ex- 
erciſe of Reaſon in the Former. But from 


partial Eye. And this Principle being ſettled, 


there remains only to be proved, that Mar 


cannot reaſon, without firſt having Lan- 
guage. And this appears from an univerſal 


Experience, the beſt, as the moſt ſtriking 
Proof; for let every Man but try the Experi- 


ment, and the Reſult will be, that he will 
join Hands with me in this, that Man cannot 
reaſon, without fitſt having Words, that is 
Language ;— (ſo true is it, that Images of out- 
ward Objects come no further than the 
Senſory, and that all the after Operation of the 
Mind is, by Means of Words, the Subſtitutes, 
or Repreſentatives, of thoſe Images. There- 


fore, I beg that my Reader will conſider this, 


and try whether he can reaſon, or think, 


without Words, the Repreſentatives of Things, 


or no; becauſe, that an experimental Proof 
will be more glaringly convincing | to him, 
than 
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Heu! 
than the others I may, at one Time or other, 
produce to ſhew, that the Caſe cannot be 
otlerwiſe, and for this Reaſon it is I at pre- 
ſent appeal to every Man's Experience. Hav- 
iag then Experience, and a Matter of Fact, 
for to bear Witneſs of this Truth, that Man 
cannot reaſon, without firſt having Words, 
or Language; my Conſequence follows re- 
gularly, that therefore Man never formed 
Language, but muſt baue been inſtructed in 
it by the outward Exhibition of a -wiſe in- 
telligent Being, that is, revealed, For no- 
_ thing can be plainer than this, that if Man 
could not form Language, and yet has 
Language, then he owes it to the Inſtruction 
of another Being, wiſe and intelligent; be- a 
cauſe we have proved, he, who forms a Lan- | 
guage, muſt be wiſe and intelligent. And 
Language, moſt certainly, comes from Inſtruc- 
tion, for how does the Infant get it? Or, 
when he wants Inſtruction, and is expoſed 
amongſt Beaſts in a ſolitary Place, what is 
| ths Conſequence? The Caſe of the Man, that 
was taken from thence ſo very lately, proves 
Mo e he had no articulate Sounds, no 
| D Words, 
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Words, and his Senſe but carnal, as the Senſe 
of the Brute. I would have my Reader well 
to examine the above Reaſoning, which thus 
plainly proves, by Facts, that every Word and 
Thought, every Chriſtian, or Few, or Turk, 
or Heathen, ſpeaks or thinks, evinces a Re- 
velation's being once made to Man ; -a Re- 
velation of Words, and Things by Words. 
Becauſe, whilſt God revealed Words, Things 
muſt be revealed, of which Words are Signs, 
for this one Reaſon: Becauſe, 'to ſuppoſe 
otherwiſe, is deſtroying the Wiſdom of God, 
which we have before proved; for God al- 
ways acts for ſome End. Now the only End 
of Words is, to acquaint us with Things; 
therefore God did, by Words, acquaint Man 
with Things, or elſe he acted without an 
End. And what appears, from the Reaſon 
of the Thing, is found to be the real Fact, 
for the Words in Hebrew (which will preſently 
be ſhewn to be the Original Language) do 
deſcribe Things by their Condition or Uſe. 
For which Reaſon it is, that I call this Re- 
velation, a Revelation of Words and Things, 
- 4 Nor i is this the whole this Argument 


proves, 


5 Ko 


proves, for it proves more, as it proves, by 
thoſs undeniable Facts, that the Bible is the 


Word of God; that the Bible, O glorious 


News for Chriſtians, in ſpite of the Attempts 
of unthinking, or, I am ſorry to fay, un- 
grateful Infidels, is indeed a Leſſon given by 
our God to Man, for Man to receive, and to 
learn, and to follow. If you aſk me how, 
I anſwer thus: God would not have made 

a Revelation, that ſhould be forgotten; this 
would have been acting without an End, ſo 

contrary to his Wiſdom, And though Man 
might bring himſelf into ſuch Circumſtances, 
as to make clearer Intimations of God's Will 
conſiſtent with his free Agency, yet no Al- 
teration of Circumſtances could ever make 
a2 Revelation uſeleſs; or, what is more to the 
Point, make one Man do without it, while 
another ſhouid require it; becauſe we. have 
before proved, no Man could have formed a 
Language, and therefore all would have 
wanted Inſtruction. So the Revelation muſt 
- - be continued, and exiſt now in the World ' 
not by the oral Tradition of a Man, or- a 
few Men, excluſive of other additional ors 
„„ for 


*. * 


for this would never 1 FOES 8 Man 5 

18 fallible, and ſo the Rule, delivered by him, 
could but, at beſt, have been received a 5 
probable, not as infallible; inaſmuch a it 
would have come from, and been ae | 


on the Memory of a fallible Man, and liable Þ f | 


to be altered by him, when Intereſt ſhould 
make it neceſſary, And it would have been 
deſtroying moſt of the Attributes of God; 
it would have been taking away the very 
End of Revelation, which is made, in order 
to be credited, if the Revelation. had thus 
been left to be "conveyed to Poſterity ; be- 
cauſe ' it would not have given Man the 
Means of Conviction, as it would have left 
him a neceſſary Sceptic. For I muſt hum- 
bly beg Leave to diſſent from what Arch- 
biſhop Tillarſon ſays, in his Preface to his Ser- 
mons, p. 6. by obſerving, That if a Man is 
not aſſured of the Truth of a Revelation, 
beyond all Suſpicion of a Poflibility of its 
being otherwiſe, (no Matter what the Grounds 
are, whereon he builds his Aſſurance) he can 
have no Faith at all, and ſo be ever in doubt, 
a ſtanch Sceptic; which is contrary to the 
- WM End 


End of a Revelation, as 1 before ad; 
and therefore contrary. to the Wiſdom of 
SGod, and therefore never the Caſe with the 
Revelation made; Now there are but three 
ether Ways for a Revelation to be continued 


7 1 all to Poſterity. Firſt, It muſt be by Means 


of a Succeſſion of in fpired Perſons; who, in 
doubtful Caſes, had Intercourſe, for Informa- 
tion, with God, and ſo, from Time to Time, 
made what Additions were thought neceſſary, 
by the Lord for Man, through this Channel: 
Or, Secondly, to record it in Writing, with 
ſuch Additions, as the Situation of Mankind 
ſhould make neceſſary, by Men, who ſhould 
ſhew themſelves commiſſioned for this Pur- 
poſe; in working of Miracles, &c. Or, 
Thirdly, to hand it down upon the Teſtimo- 
ny of thoſe, and upon the Evidence, Men 
might always find, in the Neceflity for Words 
to be revealed, and Things by Words ; and 
for this Revelation to be continued down, 
conſiſtently with God's Wiſdom, Now the 
firſt and the ſecond of theſe Cates is not ours; 
we have no Prophets, neither Miracles 
wrought, and therefore the third muſt be 

A our 


FJ - 

our Caſe. Let us then ſee for a Book ſo 
atteſted; for a Book, that can claim tlioſe 
Modes of Conveyance; for a Book, that is 
wrote in a Language which deſcribes Things; 
for a Book, whoſe Contents tally with Expe- 
rience and Truth, and pictures, in Words, to 


the Mind, the real Facts that offer themſelves 


to the Eye. And in our Search for ſuch a 
Record (for we have proved it muſt exiſt) 
what Book can we find, but the Bible, that 
conforms exactly to what our cool, though 


ſevereſt Judgment, ſhall thus lay down, for the 


Manner of its Derivation, and gives us all 
the Satisfaction, concerning its Original, that 
a Man can deſire? The Bible therefore is, 
upon this Account, the Word of God : Our 
Words and our Thoughts ſpeak it; for our 


being acquainted with Words, demonſtrates, 
not only the Exiſtence of a Revelation, but 


that our Bible is this Revelation. I fay it 
demonſtrates it; for it is not more clear, 
that the three Angles of a Triangle are equal 
to two right ones, than it is, that what Man 
could not himſelf acquire, and yet poſſeſſes, 


he borrowed from the Revelation of another: 


2 Nor 


As 


Nor is the Proof for that one more ſtriking, 
than the Proof for this other. And the Con- 
ſequences, I have drawn from this Principle, 
are as demonſtrably connected with it, as that, 
when one Angle of a Triangle is a right one, 
the other two are, and muſt be, equal to a 
right one. So that our Words, and. our 
Thoughts, are ſo many indiſputable Records 
of its Truth ; ſo many fixed inſeparable Wit- 
neſſes of its Authenticity, to a Man: He 
who denies it, proves it while he does ſo; 
and he, who writes and talks moſt againſt it, 
ſhews but the more numerous Train of Wit- 
neſſes for it, and labours but the more in- 
duſtriouſly to prove himſelf in the wrong. 
They croud round the juſtified, or Sinner, 
at Home and Abroad, proclaiming, in his Ears, 
this great and ſolemn Truth, The Bible is * 
Word of God. 

Secondly, the Bible is the only Book in 
the World, which is wrote in a Language 
that does not arbitrarily expreſs, but, in lively 
Colours, deſcribes Things, pointing them qut 
by Words, that raiſe up in our Minds the 


** of the Conditions, or Offices of the 
| Things, 
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Things. And yet, we before proved, there 


muſt be a Revelation exiſting, that acquaints 
Men with Things by Words; therefore the 
Bible is, upon this other Account, the Word 
of God, and the Language of the Bible, the 
Language uſed in the firſt Revelation to Man. 
Thirdly, the Bible is confirmed to be the 
Word of God, by its being ſuch a Book, 
as contains Accounts that tally with Expe- 
rience and Truth, and pictures, in Words, to 
the Mind, the real Facts that offer them- 
ſelves to the Eye. And this extenſive Know- 
ledge, the Original contains, is as far beyond 
the Diſcovery, and ſo beyond the Recarding 
of Man, as the Sun is above his reach. To 
know the Natures of all Things, their In- 
ſtints and Offices, is not to be attained by 
the Obſervation of ten, nor twenty, nor a 
hundred, nor a thouſand Men; and to know 
the Mechaniſm of this great Machine, the 


World, is the Property of none but God. 


For, in my humble Opinion, an Indian, who 
never ſaw the whole of a Watch, might as 
well attempt to tell how a Watch is made, or 
moved, by ſeeing a ſingle Part of a Wheel, 
| e 


it 1 

28 2 Man t to do the other; by ſeeing a ſmall 
| Portion of it. Thoufands have attempted. it, 
but all theſe Thouſands have failed, and {I 
; with had no Reaſon to . like x Photon 


* 
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Süßen + Bt _ give us mch * | 
counts, as tally with our Senſe, and with 


an 9 Experience; and, by this Means, 


reconcile, theſe; Doctrines of Chriſtianity. to 
Senſe. and Reaſon, before they recommend 
them to our Faith. None but One, who 


had Knowledge of all Things in the World, 


and of F their Actions and Offices, formed 
the Hebrew Language, and gave the Deſcrip- | 
tions there recorded. This Attribute is not in 


Man, therefore Man did not compoſe the Scrip- 
tures; it is only in God, therefore it Was 


God that did it. For the Hebrew Lan- 
guage is is the only one that is worthy to have 
God for its Author, as being the only one 
free from Con fuſion; yet, I before proved, 
God muſt have given a Language to Man, 
and muſt have continued it; therefore this 


is the Language God. gave to Man, and ſo 
A the 
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the firſt Language, a8 being the Tiatigriage 
of God: 86 that we are not mot cr oud⸗ 
ed with Evidence, internally, in tie fi- 
lent Speech of Thought, or outward, In our 
Converſation, thin our Senſes are crouded 
with ocular Demonſtrations, in Facts, of the 
Truth of the Scriptures, and of theit being, 
like tliemſelves, the Works of the Omniſ⸗ 
eient Jenovat : : For all the Rule in the 
World concurs to join in the Demokratien, 5 
that the Bible, like ieſelf, is the Work of 
God. And, 5 b a 
F ourthly, there is not a gk ONT 
deen in it, though wrote at ſo * ran 
rent, and diſtant Times, and by ſo many 
different Perſons; for they all tally; to Hf: 
trate and confirm tlie | firſt great Truths re- 
lated in Moſes, I' do not ſay this Perfection 
is in the Tranſfation, but it is in the Origi- 
; Where ne Imptopricty, in the A pplica- 
—— of Images, or in other Part of Ora- 
tory, Tan be found; * of What human 
Compoſition can dine be fad of none. 
For Man may <tr, God ehnoòt.“ 80 that all 
Lanz in the Book; ks well as it He World, 


and 


1. 27 3 
and i in the lite World Man, all join with 
one conſenting. Hand, to point out, thee 1 1 
| Bible 3 is the Word of God. 5 
And 28 to the New Teſtament, a as i con 
5 10 but A Hiſtory af the Completions of 


N the Predictions i in the Old, it muſt be true; 
1 follows of Neceſſity, as much as it fol- 
| lows, that an Oak Plant ſhould produce an 
5 Oak; as much, as that the Branch of a 


Tree muſt be as much that Wogd, 25 the 
Tree it came from; for proving the Old, 


proves the New Teſtament, by additional, 
and, I am ſure, more convincing Arguments. 
I could enlarge upon all theſe Things, but 
what I have faid, I am perſuaded, is ſuf- 
: ficient to ſhew, that Dr. Midaleton's Wark 


cannot hurt the Scriptures; that their Di- 


vine Original i is fixed upon ſuch a Founda- 
tion, that the Billows of Infidelity muſt 
break againſt it, and the Storms of Oppo- 
fition, find their Force ineffectual. And: if 
theſe few. Papers ſhall hut Keep one from 
falling, by - their detaching the Divine Ori- 
ginal of the Bible from a ſuppoſed. neceſſary 


Dependance on the ſtanding, or falling of 
SS the 
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the Fathers, or ahh they have ſaid, (though | 


1 ſhould wiſh to have their Evidence alſo) I 
ſhall ' think myſelf abundantly recompenſed. 
But' much more ſhall I be pleaſed, if it ſhall 
induce Dr. Middleton to ſhew to the World, 
that he does not, and has not acted, under 


A Maſk ; which, as I ſaid before, as Things 


have ſtood with the Scriptures, the World muſt 
think. Though this I almoſt deſpair of, for 
ry Doctor ſays, he minds not Conſequences ; ; 

he minds not what follows from his 
ke with reſpe& to Chriſtianity, neither 
what tr Rm he aw upon commend 
by it, 

And I find myſelf juſtified in this my Con- 


cluſion, by a freſh Attempt of the Doc- 
tor's, which he has made againſt the Lord 


Biſhop of London's Diſcourſes on the Uſe 
and Intent of Prophecy, and which has been 


publiſhed, fince the Time that I inferred this 
Neceſſity for the Doctor to vindicate his 


Character from the Imputations that muſt 
reflect from his Free Enquiry, &c, and yet 


intimated the Principle, which I was afraid 


would prevent any Vindication of this Sort. 
1 - oo 


131 
Far or in this kis Examination of hots: Dit 
courſes, I am ſorry to find that he now has 
convinced the World, that he has acted un- 
der a Maſk, and betrayed a Heart not free 
from Hypocriſy and Diſguiſe; a Heart not 
untainted with a ' ridiculous Contempt of the 
ſo ſtrongly atteſted Revelation of God ; and, 
in ſhort, an Heart not without Unbelief, as 


not enlightened | with any Knowledge of his 


Subject. And however he has endeayoured, 
p-2. to prepoſſeſs the Reader, that he was 
jealous of warping his Judgment by ſome 


te Biaſs, and ever found Authority” (I ſuppoſe 


of any great Man) „ a treacherous Guide to 
« a Searcher after Truth, and Theories in all 
e Sciences, the chief Obſtacles of real Know- 
e ledge;” yet it is plain, his Ignorance of the 
true State of the Caſe, and Anxjouſneſs to 
attack the Biſhop's Book, right or wrong, 
has warped his Judgment with a very ſtrong 
Biaſs ; and his fanciful Conceit of a ftrange 


Theory, of his own framing, has been the 


chief Obſtacle of a real Knowledge of this 
Matter. But leſt this may ſeem a mere 
Charge only, a8 having no Foundation, It 

lays 


* x 
Cs et .— ——U — — — — — — — — 


| 30 1 | 
lays- upon me to proye theſe my Affirmati- 
ons, and to demonſtrate to the World, that 
what I have faid, has proceeded from a fin- 
gere Deſire to caution them, P- 2. 9 again inſt 
{© | the confident aſſertions of this angry 
. Diſputant, 5 who thus in Diſguiſe, and, as he he 
thinks, with more Safety, p. 2. comes deter- - 
« mined to ſupport his own. particular Hypo- 
es theſis, in Defiance of that common Senſe 
and Reaſon he lays ſo much Streſs upon, and i in 
Prejudice to Chriſtianity, For I would not be 
wanting in Charity to any Man, and it is not 
the Man, but his Works that I reflect on, tho 
without my interfering the Works will im- 
preſs a Character on the Man. Now in 
order to prove theſe my Affirmations, I ſhall 
not go thro' every Part of the Doctor 8 Work 
at preſent to confute it; but ſhall give a 
general Demonſtration of the Falſhood of 
what he has with Confidence, indeed for 
want of Argument, aſſerted. Firſt then, the 
Biſhop, p. 54, has very juſtly and wiſely af- 
Armed, that what paſſed upon the Judg- 
ment after the Fall, with. reſpect to the Seed 


of the Woman * the Head of the 
Serpent, 
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Setpent, is . the Orchfdwofk and Foutidai 
dl tion of all the Prophecies, which have 
* Been ever fince.” And this the Doctot 

4 inks to overturn, by faying, the Referetites 5 


thich Chriſt and his Apoſtles made, were t6 


Myjes and the Prophets, * for they do not 


1 fefer us, fays he, for the Evidences of 
5 our Faith, p. 18, to 1 know not what 
Propheties of Enoch or Maß, but to Maſs 
© and the Prophets,” wh ole Writitigs were 


403 in every Bodys A ati of an Authb- | 


CY "rity allowed an d indifputable.” 2 Bat 1 
müſt deg Leave 10 reply, that this n moſt 


Certain, (excluſive of St. Yud?s Authority; who 
mentions the Prophecy of Enoch, and whoſe 


Evidence de would here ſecretly underm ine) 
that when Reference is made to Moſes poſes and 
the Prophets, it is made to What they 1 have 
- Firote''or recorded, ſo con fequetitly to any 
Prophecy Which they have regiſtered, whe- 


or not. For let me deſire the Doctor to 


fuppoſe any one ſpeaking of aught recorde 
in Livy, fot Inſtance, referred to Livy for 
the Trath of what he ſaid, and vpbn featch, 


3 


8 


ther they, the Writers, were the Authors of it 


— + ws 
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and ſhall. be referred to Liv for this P 1 


FER 


it ſhould be found that another Perſon whom 
| Livy mentions, ſpoke of the Matter, pray 


is it 
leſs true that Livy has recorded it becauſe ano-- 
ther Perſon ſpoke it? No. For whither, muſt : 

any one refer? To the PE ker he cannot, nn 
he is dead, or not to be come at, and 
therefore it muſt be to the Writer. And „ 
it be the Hiſtory of Rome, I. want to know, 
le, 
I. am referred. to what he has recorded of 
the. Actions, and Sen timents of others. 80 
if 20 jam, - defirgus, of knowing i the. Hite 


„ 


wag to 4 955 fox. an "Adcount, of it, 1 — t 
gertgivly referred to what be fays CONCErn= 
ing; the Speeches, Declarations and Actions 


of other Perſons, FY well. as to what he Perz 


onplly. declares, 80 fanciful. a Conceit is it 
in this Writer, whom the World cannot but 


. ww if wh 


now, juſtly. eſteem a Pleader for Infidelity, to 


afnem, that becauſe Chriſt. refers to Mo ofes, 


£'> * * 


therefore he refers only to the perſonal Ac- 


tions and Declarations of. Moſes, and not to 


423223 


1 . and Actions of the other 


Ladd as 94. * 14 A 


ps , Mo ofes: treats: e. For We find it 
founded 


1 fon. 


75 8 


"ESI 
founded, upon Ignorance of the Character, 
in which | Moſes is referred to, namely, as a 
Writer, and that as the firſt Writer » (fo no 


elder could be referred to) who ſpeaks of 


himſelf, and his Actions, as he does of the 


reſt of the Perſons; that is, not perſonally, 


as I did or ſaid this or that, but relatively 
thus, Mo 9 id and ſaid /o and fo. And 
it matters not whether this Ignorance be 
wilful, or not wilful; in either Caſe it is 
Theory in Fancy, not Sciener, that has been 
an Obſtacle to him in a real Knowledge 
of the Matter: i Which is what I was to 
prove. As to his Argument, drawn from 
Chriſt's beginning with Moſes, p. 18. as the 


firſt Prophet, it is founded upon the like Ig- : | 


norance; for, firſt, he is not there referred 
to abſtractedly as a Prophet, but as a Pro- 
phetical Writer, which is the Reaſon the 


earlier are not referred to, becauſe they could 


not be referred to, to witneſs their Prophe- 
cies, when they were not to be come at, but 
only the Writers of their Actions and De- 
clarations, and- Moſes was the firſt Writer ; 
and ſecondly, to begin with Moſes is to be- 


T 434] 
1 gin with his Writings, as much as" to begia 
1 with Livy is to begin with his Hiſtory, whe- 
| ther it be of Actions or Declarations of his 
! on or other Perſons. For how ridiculous 
would a Man appear that ſhould ſay, he be- 
gan with Virgil or Homer, when he began |. 
( if I may uſe the Word without Impropriety) | 5 
at the ſecond or third Books. And then, as to 5 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles never appealing 
to any Prophecies but what were found in the 
Law, it is falſe. For if Dr. Middleton had 
looked into the Evangeliſt Luke i. 5 5, 70 and 
| 73, and ſeveral other Places, he had found 
; 1 | Prophecies of Chriſt which were not to be 
1 found in the Law. And as to the Apoſtles, 
i they mention ſeveral. I ſhall give him now 
1 | but a few Inſtances; St. Peter 1 Epiſt. 111. 19. 
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Heb. xi. 4, 5, and 7, which are all Antedilu- 
vian Evidences, which, as he owns, p. 18. he 
knows nothing of at preſent, I would adviſe 
this Recurrer to the Scriptures, p. 2, to exa- 
mine into. All the other Errors in his Work 


| E are owing to the ſame cauſe: But that Scoff 
4} | of his upon the Moſaic Hiſtory, and the diſ- 
in cerning Biſhop's affirming Mofes's Account to fl 


be 


. 


n 8 
. 


* 83 
Rin? 


"IT; 


be e a Narration of real Fade is owing to a 5 
i profound Ignorance that I am ſorry to 


find any Divine involved in. And if his 


Lordſhip ſhall not think fit to. anticipate me, 
I. propoſe in a little Time to ſhew the Fallacy | 


of his Imaginations on this Head, which I 


am obliged to fay, (p- 39-) are wholly o- 
8 Phiſtical without Force or Senſe in them. In 
order to prove that it is not the learned Dr. 


Middleton, however great his Capacity to fancy 


may be, or any Man in the World that can 


diſprove what the Biſhop has aſſerted, “ That 


cc all Man's Hopes and Confidence muſt ariſe 


« from the Promiſe of God, that is from the 
« Word of Prophecy ; for which Reaſon, 
te * Prophecy, muſt ever be an eſſential Part of 


«ſuch a Sinners (the fallen Man's) Religion,” 


And, 40 that for this End the Word of Pro- 


4 phecy came in,” Abd I doubt not of 
making it appear, that as ſhocking as the 


Narration on which the Biſhop founds his 
Concluſion, ſeems to Dr, Middleton, yet nei- 


ther the Name of Dr. Burnet, nor of his un- 
named Prelate, nor of the learned Spencer, 
can ſecure him from what J here charge him 

with, 
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with. hi ka khov ing no ot the Matt 
TT when be ſays there Is. ne e Faungdatia int 
1 Text for what the Biſhop or Dr. L 
| | have deduced from the Words. '! Becaui 
278 he known what the Text ſaid, I am fare he 
1 had with-held thoſe confident Reflections he 

has made on the Hiſtory, and, thoſe envious A a 
* Scoffs he has thrown out againſt his Lordſhip, | hy 
i who has happily known what Light to follow, - 
|. and had not thus, by his own. Confeſſion, 
wood. the World the Trouble of ag e out 
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* | w wen the Doctor ſhall find « out” IRA Meaning of 
ſzoſe two Words, be will ſee his own Miſtake, 2. 
induftriouſly he has been labouring to make them with 
Propriety to be applied to him in this his Attack upon 
what the Biſhop has wiſely concluded, concerning the 
Nature of the Moſaic Account. So that I would re- 
cdonmmend it to him, to make proper Search, that by 
8 recanting in Time, he may avoid the Conſequence of 
as my laying their Meaning before the Public ; which will 
IV certainly be this, namely, that the talking Serpent, Moſes 
1 N of is not the only one the World has been trou- 
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